TRADITION AND INDIVIDUAL TALENT by T.S. Eliot
Eliot starts explaining a usual error of contemporary and past critics of literature. The first part of his argumentation, examining two different way to explain the term "tradition" in literature. The second part speaks about rule and value of the poet-artist and the function of present and past in literature.

The reader finds two principal ideas in the extract. The first is the concept of tradition. Eliot opposes the old meaning of literary tradition to a new concept of literature so the poet can reach a perfect common sense in order to be complete. To obtain the unify between old and new the poet must do a great labour, to reach this aim, the poet must have an historical sense, that involves the perception of the presence of the past. Moreover the reader reviewing the past can criticize old literature in order to get better his work. 

The role of poet – artist is discussed in the second part. It discussed the great difficulties and responsibility of the poet. A new work is written with a new relationships between the different works. The poet edits past and adapts it to the present. So the poet-artist change the past in order to convey the idea of continuation of old tradition and at the same time the codification of new concept of literature.
I think that Eliot wants, further to change poet, changes readers. The intelligent reader must kwon the big work behind his composition, and as a matter of fact the reader must kwon all traditional works before the work that he wants to read. Moreover in this way the reader can find new way to involve old and new literary in order to express concept of life or time, and the reader can be conscious of the role of literature and criticizes the new theories.
